ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  health^t":^ 

OF  THE 


« -C  ; 

V 


^ ’A  ^ V ' : ;■ 

Isle  of  Axholme  Rural  Distri%t^-~ 


FOR  THE  YEAR 


1942. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 


Lady  and.  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  your  district  for  the  year 
1942. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  51,104  acres. 

The  rateable  value  on  31st  March,  1942,  was  £28,837. 


The  estimated  net  product  of  Id.  rate  for  the  year  1942  was  £116.  ♦ 

This  is  a purely  rural  and  agricultural  area  with  its  associated  businesse*. 


Births. 

Live  Births  (Legitimate) 
Live  Births  (Illegitimate) 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

Stillbirths  •.  i •.• 

Rate  per  1,(X)0  total  (live  and  still)  births 

Deaths.  I 

Deaths  

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 
Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages) • 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  ...  

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages)  

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 


Total  M F 

. 216  121  95 

8 3 5 


Totals  ...  224  124  100 


17.1 

Total  M F 

.7  2 5 

30.3 

• 180 

13.7 

26.8 

23.1 

125.2 

8 

nil 

nil 

1 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  CAUSES  OF 

Diphtheria  ' 

DEATH. 

M 

F 

1 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory  System)  ... 

4 

— 

Tuberculosis  (other  forms)  

1 

2 

Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis 

1 

— 

Cancer  

8 

15 

Diabetes  

1 

2 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

14 

14 

Heart  Diseases  ...  

28 

15 

Other  Disease  of  Circulatory  System 

1 

3 

Bronchitis 

7 

4 

Pneumonia  

4 

2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  

2 

2 

Ulcer  of  the  Stomach  

1 

2 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  

1 

— 

Appendicitis  

1 

— 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  

3 

1 

Nephritis  ... 

3 

6 

Maternal  Causes  (not  puerperal  sepsis) 

— 

1 

Premature  Births  

3 



Congenital  Diseases  in  Infants 

2 

2 

Suicide  

2 

1 

Roads  Deaths  

2 

1 

Other  Violent  Causes  

5 

1 

All  Other  Causes 

5 

6 

Totals  ...  81 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases. — Six  new  cases  have  been  notified  during  the  year  1942.  Three  of  these  were  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  thr^e  Non-Pulmonary.  The  age  incidence,  sex  and  type  are  tabulated  below; — 


\j 

5 — 10  years 
10 — ^20  years 
20 — 30  years 
30 — 40  years 
40 — 50  years 
50 — 60  years 
60 — 70  years 


Male.  Female. 

— 2 


— 1 


• \ 


I 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  table  gives  a list  of  notified  cases 
during  the  year  1942 : — 


Enteric  Fever Nil 

Scarlet  Fever  14 

Diphtheria  6 

Erysiplas-  Nil 

Smallpox  ; Nil 

Pneumonia  ...  2 


Puerpcrial  Pyrexia  ...  2 

Total  ...  24 


ANTI-DIPHTHERIC  IMMUNISATION. 

The  Scheme  for  free  immunisation  against  diphtheria  of  all  children  up  to  the  age  of  15  years  has  proceeded. 
Previously  the  organisation  of  this  Scheme  devolved  upon  the  Rural  District  Council,  who  had  active  co- 
operation of  the  general  practitioners  of  the  district.  'I  he  Lindsey  County  Council  are  now  responsible  for  the. 
organisation  and  immunisation  of  children  under  school  age  and  bear  the  cost.  Parents  can,  however,  still 
take  their  young  children  to  their  local  medical  practitioner  and  the  cost  is  borne  by  the  Lindsey  County 
Council.  The  Scheme  for  the  immunisation  of  school  children  is  still  in  the  hands  of  the  Rural  District 
Council. 

Perusal  of  the  following  tables  will  afford  an  indication  of  the  progress  of  the  Scheme.  It  is,  as  yet,  too 


early  to  assess  the  results,  although  it  might  be 
1. — Approximate  number  of  children  in  the  area 

said  that  there  are  indications  for  optimism. 

Under  5 years. 

1050 

5 — 15  years. 
2500 

Percentage  of  children  immunised: — 

per  cent. 

per  cent. 

at  30th  June,  1942  

17.3 

■36.8 

at  20th  January,  1943  

42.3 

59.1 

at  30th  June,  1943  

61.83 

72.13 

2. — At  30th  June,  1943,  643  children  under  5 years  and  1695  children  between  the  ages  of  5 years  and  15  years 
had  been  immunised. 


3. — Number  of  Notifications  of  Diphtheria  (Children  under  15  years) : — 

1st  January  to  31st  December,  1940, — 18  cases. 

1st  January  to  31st  December,  1941 — 1 case. 

1st  January  to  31st  December,  1942, — 6 cases. 

1st  January  to  30th  Juhe,  1943, — Nil. 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  have  so  far  been  notified  where  the  child  has  been  immunised. 

As  to  the  future  control  and  organisation  of  the  Immunisation  Scheme,  I have  given  the  problem  some 
thought.  I refer  particularly  to  those  of  school  age.  iliese  children,  as  I have  stated  before,  are  supeiwised 
by  the  Rural  District  Council,  whose  medical  staff  is  one  part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  who  has 
no  place  in  the  school  medical  services  of  the  area.  On  the  other  hand  to  this  the  Lindsey  County  Council 
have  a number  of  qualified  medical  staff  with  district  Nurses,  Health  Visitors  and  Clerks,  a School  Medical 
Service  and  direct  control  over  the  schools  and  school  staff's. 

It  therefore  follows,  to  my  opinion,  that  in  future  the  Lindsey  County  Council  should  also  organise  - the 
Immunisation  Scheme  for  this  part  of  the  child  population  as  well.  This  would  do  away  with  dual  control 
and  duplication  of  the  necessary  records.  The  medical  peisonnel  who  have  so  far  co-operated  with  the  Rural 
District  Council’s  Medical  Officer  of  Health  would  al  ;o,  I feel  sure,  co-operate,  if  asked,  with  the  Lindsey 
County  Council  should  they  take  over  the  scheme.  Should  this  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  Council,  I shall 
be  pleased  to  suggest  this  point  to  the  higher  authority. 

HOSPITAL  AND  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

.Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  of  infectious  diseases  occurring  in  the  area  are  isolated  at  the  County  Isolation 
Hospital  at  Brumby,  and  should  this  not  be  available,  accommodation  can  be  secured  at  the  Grimsby  Isola- 
tion Hospital  and  Doncaster. 

Should  any  cases  of  Smallpox  occur  they  can  be  isolated  at  the  County  Isolation  Hospital  at  Osgodby. 

Tuberculosis. — Admission  and  treatment  of  cases  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  can  be  obtained  at  Branston 
Hall  Sanatorium,  Brumby  Isolation  Hospital,  Louth  Tuberculosis  Hospital  and  Foxby  Hill  Hospital  at 
Gainsborough.  Further  provisions  for  selected  cases  can  be  made  at  seaside  Tuberculosis  Hospitals  and 
Sanatoria. 

Ambulances  are  attached  to  these  hospitals  for  the  removal  of  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

Laboratory  Facilities. — There  is  a County  Laboratory  at  Lincoln  where  bacteriological  examination  of 
swabs  and  suspected  cases  of  diphtheria  is  carried  out;  swabs  of  sputum  in  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  any 
other  bacteriological  examination  necessary  can  also  be  obtained  there. 

The  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Council  are  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  both 
part  time  and  remunerated  partly  by  the  Council  and  partly  by  Exchequer  Grants. 

Maternity  and  Child  V/elfare. — Maternity  and  Child  "Welfare  Clinics  are  established  throughout  the  area. 
The  District  Nurses  attend  and  these  Clinics  receive  regular  and  periodical  inspection  and  supervision  by  a 
Medical  Officer  employed  by  the  County  Council.  There  expectant  mothers,  mothers  and  infants  receive 
attention,  supervision  and  advice. 

Nursing-. — There  are  four  Nurses  in  the  district  who  are  also  certified  midwives.  These  Nurses  are 
supported  by  their  respective  Nursing  Associations.  A grant  is  made  by  the  County  Council  to  these  Nursing 
Associations,  which  undertake  midwifery  and  certain  other  County  Council  services. 

There  is  a Maternity  Hospital  at  Scunthorpe  where,  if  necessary,  urgent  maternity  cases  requiring  hospital 
treatment  may  be  admitted  under  an  arrangement  with  the  Lindsey  County  Council  or  by  private  arrange- 
ment. 


'■t- 


HOUSING. 


Total  Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year:  — 

(a)  Total  number  or  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  4 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  4 


Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices: — 

Number  of  Defective  Dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV. — Overcrowding.  ^ 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  

(2)  Nutnber  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  — 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  

(d)  Number  of  houses  again  overcrowded  after  being  previously  relieved  

Note. — Additional  cases  of  overcrowded  houses  due  to  evacuation  from  bombed  areas  and  to  lack 

alternate  accommodation. 


...  41 
...  41 
...  194 
...  Nil 
...  Nil 
...  Nil 
...  Nil 
of 


Common  Lodging  Houses. — Number  registered  under  bye-laws  ...'  Nil 


Canal  Boats  used  as  Dwellinghouses. — Number  registered  under  Acts  ...  Not  a Registered  Authority. 


Movable  Dwellings,  Tents,  Vans,  etc.: — 

Number  inspected  during  the  year  

Number  of  nuisances  therefrom  abated  ...  .;.  ...  

Bakehouses. 

Number  in  district 

Number  of  underground  bakehouses  - ... 

Number  of  inspections  

Contraventions  of  Factory  Acts 

Defects  remedied  ...  ■ ' 

Slaughterhouses. — Number  on  register  ...  ...  

Number  of  inspections  

Cowsheds. -Number  on  register  

Number  of  inspections  ...  

Contraventions  of  regTilations  

Contraventions  remedied 
Number  of  milk  cows  in  district 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops. — Number  on  register 

Number  of  inspections  ...  

Contraventions  of  regulations  ...  ...  ... 

Contraventions  remedied  ...  

Any  instance  of  disease  attributed  to  milk  during  the  year 


...  6 
...  Nil 


7 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

22 

Nil 

182 

18 

...25  per  cent. 

Nil 

728 

90 

12 

...  30  per  cent. 

Nil 

No. 


Unsound  Food. — No  animals  slaughtered  other  than  for  home  consumption;  one  pig-’s  carcase  surrendered. 
Sundry  organs  surrendered:  3 lbs.  lamb’s  liver. 

Offensive  Trades. — Number  of  premises  in  district  ...  ...  Nil 


Shops  Act,  1934. — Number  of  shops  inspected ...  ...  ; 5 

Water  Supply. — Public  Supply: 

Area  supplied  all  parishes 

Percentage  of  houses  supplied  ...  90  per  cent. 

, New  cisterns  provided Nil 

Number  of  samples  obtained  for  analysis  front  wells  ; 5 

Closets. — Number  of  houses  with  privy  vaults  in  district  50  per  cent. 

Number  of  houses  with  pail  closets  in  district  45  per  cent. 

Number  of  pail  closets  substituted  for  privy  vaults  Nii 

Number  of  pail  closets  repaired  , Nil 

Number  of  water  closets  substituted  for  dry  receptacles  10 

Number  of  houses  with  water  closets  in  district  ...'  237 

Number  of  water  closets  repaired  12 


House  Refuse. 

Number  of  covered  ashpits  40  per  cent. 

Number  of  uncovered  ashpits 40  per  cent. 

Number  of  bins  substituted  for  ashpits  ...  Nii 

Number  of  houses  using  bins ' 20  per  cent. 

Is  refuse  removed  by  householders  or  by  public  scavenger?  ...  Parish  of  Crowie — public  scavenger 
How  frequently  is  refuse  removed  from  each  house?  ...  Pans  and  dustbins  weekly — middens,  ashpits, 

etc.,  2 months.  Remainder  of  area  by  house- 
holders, as  required. 

Number  of  complaints  of  non-removal  

Method  of  final  disposal  ...  Controlled  tipping  (arable  land,  gardens',  "etc.) 

Are  existing  arrangements  for  refuse  removal  satisfactory?  [ No 


Nuisances. — Number  of  nuisances  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  Abated  as  result  of  informal  action  by  Sanitary  Inspector  34 

(2)  Reported  to  Council : — 

(a)  Statutory  notice  issued  Nil 

(b)  Statutory  notice  not  issued ’ Nil 


Details  of  Nuisances  abated  (after  informal  intimation)  : — 

Accumulation  of  refuse 

Foul  ditches,  ponds  and  stagnant  water  ...  - ...  j 

Other  nuisances  19 

I have  the  honour  to  remain,  yours  faithfully. 


Epworth.  ARTHUR  M.  MACGREGOR, 

October,  1943.  M.B.,  Ch.,B. 


